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The Schmelzhof slogan, ‘A home away from 

home’, couldn’t be more perfect when it 

comes to summing up the charming, feel-

good atmosphere of this family-run bou-

tique hotel in Lech am Arlberg. Boasting a 

prime location on a sun-drenched plateau, 

this individual four-star residence, which 

was extensively remodelled last year and 

extended by some 1,500 square metres, of-

fers skiing enthusiasts from around the 

globe a cosy, comfortable and welcoming 

atmosphere from the moment they enter. 

“The remodelling phase last year involved 

a lot of hard work, both for us and for all in-

volved, especially since we only had seven 

months during which to complete the work. But  

it was well worth it!” explains Robert Strolz as he 

guides us through the new feel-good Schmelzhof. 

Just like most of the guests who stay here, we are 

immediately captivated, in particular by the styl-

ish interplay of authentic, regional design and 

cosmopolitan elements, which lend the newly 

created areas a very special, indeed unique at-

mosphere. All that is new blends in wonderfully 

and harmoniously with the already existing archi-

tecture, as if it had always been that way. The ma-

jor changes to the hotel are almost invisible from 

the outside. Nothing, naturally, has changed 

when it comes to the hotel’s prominent, sun-

blessed location right beside the cross-country 

ski track and a popular winter walking track and 

just a few minutes’ walk from the village centre. 

With its breathtaking panoramic view of the Om-

neshorn mountain the terrace is, and will surely 

remain, one of the most beautiful of its kind in  

the upmarket Arlberg ski resort. As soon as you 

set foot in the Schmelzhof it immediately be-

comes apparent that Gitti and Robert Strolz have 

really pulled out all the stops in order to offer their 

guests even more luxurious comfort and 

‘Gemütlichkeit’. In the newly created reception 

area the welcome is, as always, warm and friendly. 

However, what immediately enthrals all those 

who enter the Schmelzhof for the first time since 

its remodelling are the spacious lobby area and 

the adjoining ‘Blue Bar.’ Boasting a selection of 

exquisite drinks, including an impressively wide 

choice of delectable cocktails and finest Austrian 

wines, this is a place where the authentic art of 

bar-keeping is still celebrated. Exuding an air of 

cosmopolitan panache, the interior takes guests 

in a journey through various European designs 

and decors. “I found the bar cupboards and tiles 

in London and I bought some of the decorative 

materials, fabrics and lamps in Paris. But the ho-

tel also features many items that I found in our 

attic and, now that they have been given a new 

lease of life in a new setting, they help create an 

authentic, local feel,” recounts Gitti Strolz.

With the help and support of interior architect 

Gerald Schriebl, the very friendly and likeable host 

Gitti has, with her incredible creativity and her 

unerring flair for design and colour, created inno-

vative, out-of-the-ordinary havens of feel-good 

comfort far beyond usual hotel standards. Quin-

tessential example: the brand new 400 square-

metre ‘Schmelzhof Spa’ with Finnish sauna, san-

arium, brine steam bath, infrared cubicle, quiet 

room, ‘chatting room’ and two massage rooms. 

Here the professional team of spa specialists 

pampers guests using purely natural products 

from the Ligne St Barth range. The experts behind 

this luxury brand are highly discriminating when 

it comes to selecting those spas in which their 

products may be used. They demand the highest 

standards not only when it comes to the ambi-

ence of the spa, but also with regard to the thera-

pists employed. They supply their products, 

therefore, only to carefully selected establish-

ments employing specially trained spa staff. 

Guests who would like to experience the effects of 

this high-calibre collaboration for themselves are 

recommended to try out the ‘Head to Toe’ treat-

ment created exclusively for the Schmelzhof. A 

more relaxing end to a day on the slopes is hard to 

imagine! And it can even be enjoyed by parents 

too, since children are not only welcome in the 

Schmelzhof, they are expertly cared for too. While 

parents are unwinding in the spa, their offspring 

can play in the spacious children’s room or watch 

a film in the hotel’s own kiddies’ cinema. Particu-

larly popular with families are the four new Snow-

flake Suites. Boasting over 45 square metres of 

space, they offer a separate living room and bed-

room (each with their own TV), bathroom with 

bathtub, separate shower, separate WC and 
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breathtaking panoramic views. Equally gorgeous 

and appointed with just as much meticulous  

attention to detail are the four new Atelier Rooms 

which, with floor-to-ceiling windows, incorporate 

the magic of the mountain landscape into their 

four walls. Some of the already existing rooms 

were also renovated in the course of the remodel-

ling work. Non-resident guests also have cause 

for celebration – the à la carte restaurant ‘Gittis 

Esszimmer’ has, likewise, been granted a com-

pletely new design. Over and above the fantastic 

menus and vegetarian dishes, lovers of fine food 

can also savour cheese fondue, raclette, fondue 

chinoise or, the latest addition to the menu, an 

Asian fondue. The excellent cuisine, overall, plays 

a major role in the success of the hotel. The highly 

inventive team of chefs conjures up an impres-

sive variety of dishes, combining mouth-watering 

classic Austrian delights with internationally-in-

spired specialities. In the morning ‘Grandmoth-

er’s Breakfast’ offers everything you could ever 

wish for, and in the afternoon skiers can fortify 

themselves with homemade strudels and hearty  

savoury treats.  r


